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The following report describes two Commmnist Party schools for offi- 
cials and the Vienna Party schools information on the Leo Gabler school 
and the CP school at the Jesuit monastery in Kalksburg 1s based upon 
notes made at the schools by sources. Source of parapraph 6 to 8 seeme 
to have attended a course for older and experienced Comrunists, most of 
whom had been CP officials for sore tine. Source of paragraphs 1 to 5, 
however, attended a school designed for young active CP officials who 
had been nominated by their Party orpanizations to attend the course. 
This source, whose report is more detailed, surmarized the course which 
he attended as "teaching young Party offictale how to argue intelli- 
rentiy on the merits of Communian", Both of the first two coursesdes- 
erlbed below wore given to students who vere assumed to have a Marxist 
background and may be considered as orfentation and refresher coursed. 
Yhile hostile arguments from the student body vere discouraged, the , 
students were invited to ask questions; two questions which seemed to 
cubarrass several of the lecturers where (1) "uhy are the Soviet direc- 
tors of many USIA enterprises 'anti~Socialist’ and not representative of 
a truly Communist state?" and (2) "why do the Soviets consistently igmore 
the Austrian Communist Party and refuse to cooperate with it as a poli- 
tieal force?". The sneakers attempted to answer the second question by 
praising Soviet abstention from Austrian polities. 


GP School Leo Gabler, Vienna 


1.  Soures attended CP school, Leo Gabler, in Vienna XVIII, Martinstresse 9, 2nd 
fleer, The course began on 9 August 1948 and lasted for two weeks; it was 
attended by twenty-three CP officials, two of whom wre women. The instrue~ 
tore wore all Communists, probably ail Austrians; many were officials of the 
Austrian Communist Party Central Committee. The course was under the genoral | 
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- direction of Karl Strohneier, assisted by Dichters the latter is a member of 
CP District Headquarters for Vienna II and of the Vienna CP City Headquarters. 


2. instructors and Lecture Topies 
ludwif Soswinald e Austrian Econorgy 


Rogsak The Anschinss 
The Marshall Plan 
The CP Plan 


The Trade Union Movement 


Hirsch International Affairs 
The “orld Today 
Kriees, Wages, Profits 


Hermann Mitteraecker National Affairs 
Rusizka Democracy and Peoples Democracies 
The Comrmnist Party 
Friedrich Hexmann Yorker's Unity 
25X1A6a 
Faehs The Austrian Cormunist Party 


......:: Soswinsky, Strohmeier, Mitteraecker, and Yexmann, mentioned 
25X1 . are well lmown. Rusizka is probably identical with Alfred Ruzicka of 


Hirach is possibly identical with Albert Hirsch ox Egon Hirseh of 
We have no previous references to the other lecturers.) 


a @6©- Party officials attending course 


Berper Trade union official 

Holzinger Trade union official 

Kubitza CP District "Weadquarters, Vienna ITI 

Suoboda Nurse in the Wilhelmina Hospital 

UhiImann 

Kubesch 

Pollak Radio technician ernloyed in a 
Vienna vadio factory 

Weber 

Dorfner 

Mitracek 

Tustig Business man, living in Wietzings 
member of CP District leadquarters 
in Hietzing (Vienna XIII). . 

Vokroj Social consultant at the national 


headquarters of the Foey. Enrloyed 
by Glob:s Verlag. 
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Kogel District Headquarters, Vienna IT, 
Snployed by the State presa. 


Ruprecht 
HYosnedl 

Spalinks 
Tonasoli 


Veigel 


Sehachinger Vienna III. “lorks in the Ministry 
of Interior as a monitor. 


Informal seminars and discussions were held after each lecture. Students 
ware required to pass regular written and oral examinations; these examina~- 
tiong were graded and the final examination, which lasted four hours and 
covered the entire courses, was rraded, criticized, and became part -of the 
Parity member's permanent record at the Central Comuittes. Source believes 
that a written report on each student was forwarded to the Central Commit- 
tee by Strohneier,. 


Highlights of lectures. 


a. Party Oreanization: Workers must learn to organize in small srours of 
any sige and tyne. Deserfiption of CP organization in Austria: plant 
(Batrieb) organizations most important elements are the plant and sec~ 
tion organizations. Of these two, the plant organization is the nost 
inportant for the following reasonat 


1) Here the working classes confront capitalim. 

2) The fight for daily interests develops diane consciousness. 

3) Practical experience teaches the wrlors the value of organization. 

4) Ina factory, workers can he concentrated into strong stricing forces. 
5) The factories are the roots of the capitalist system. 


Violations of these basic principles occur in the highest Party circles. 
Tt is necessary to improve the plant organization. The treasurer has a 
most important function in the plant orranization. ‘Jork in such an or 
ganization must not ba confused with trade union wrk. Functions of the 
plant organization are to (1) collect fundsfor itself, (2) organize the 
Communists within the trade unions, and (3) 4ndoctrinate the Commnists | 
in the factories. In USIA factories, the plant orranization rust not in- 
terfere with the management but mest concentrate on the important tas of 
indoctrinating the vorkers. , 


bs The Section: Similar to the eld Social Democratic "Sektion", it is made 
up of 3 to 12 smaller units (Sprengel). Merbers of the section are wually 
housewives and members of free professions. In Vienna there are 240 see~ 
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tions; membership in each varies from 50 to 800 persons. The section should 
never be allowed to get too large. A section is controlled by 4 cadre 

of officials (Funktiondrkader) comprised of the section head (Otmann), 

his deputy, the orvanizational director (Organisationleiter), the troa~ 
surer, the consultant for education (Volksbildungsreferent), the Massen- 


' yeferent, a wmen's representative, and a representative of the Communist 


Youth “ovement, who does not belone to the Free Austrian Youth (Fed). . 
The section head and his deruty are responsible for the general super~ 
vision of the section; they submit a monthly report covering all section 
events of irmportanes. They are supposed to advise and assist their sub- 
ordinate officials. The organisational director is responsible for carry- 
ing out within the section orders from the (district) Party headquarters 
inmeditately over it, and for the organization of the section as a whole. 


The Treasurer: Responsible for all financial transactions of the section. 
iis functions are to collect Party duds, keep the books, and see that the 
section does not run into financial difficulties. 


The Volkshilduncsreferent: Acts as spokesman and propagandist for the 
section. iis three main tasks are (1) schoolins of the cadre of officials 
and of Party members within the section, (2) spreading Party panda 
ariong the broad masses by posters, displays, and meetings, (3) procuring 
speakers from district headquarters for talks at section level. 


The Massenreferent: Wis main task is to observe relationa of the CP with 
other political parties and to penetrate nonpolitical organizations 
(Tenant's Union, animal~breeding clubs, nature clubs, sport clubs) by 
using qualified Party members and subverting these organizations by using 
thom as front organizations. 


The Woren's Representative: Charged with imbuing wives of Party membera 
with the Party doctrine and assisting wives whenever necessary. 


Cc st Leader: Responsible for activities of young Communists | 
on the section level. This position has long been debated; for sone tire, 
F0ed has felt itself responsible for the education of youne Conrmunists. 
Opposed to this are many old members of tho Communist Youth Movement who 
believe that the FOeJ has too many non~Party members to be entrusted with 
the important task of edueating young Communists in Marxist-Leninist 
theories. 


Sprenpe}l: The Sprongel was organized in order to limit the size of the sec- 
tion and to increase control over members. It is to be limited to 30-40 
nenbars, all considered reliables the Sprengel is requived to be in touch © 
with 300-800 veters. Each Sprengel must have 3 to 4 activists in addition 
to the unit's leader. The latter controls his small group on a personal 
basis and is responsible te a section head to whom he submits a monthly 
report. This report includes the mumber of persons living in the Sprengel 
(uhich is a geographical as yell as a political unit), their political 
feelings, non-Party menhers who have Communist leanings, menbership in 
F0es, Boy Scouts, Socialist Youth; steps that may be taken to further Party 
interests; and how many Party members also bslong to -nonpolitical organi~ 
zations. Although these reports should be submitted regularly, they are 
often neglected because of lack of personnel. The Sprengel leader mst also 
organize reading circles and discussion grours where Commnist literature, 
usually ‘ee und Zisl, is read and discussed, ca 
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Source attended a course which started on 11 October 1948 and lasted ona 


6. 
week; the school was located at the Jesuit monastery in Kalksburg near 
Moedling, Lower Austria. The course, attended by eighteen students, rostly 
nen in their middle thirties, was called Course III, Source noted that all 
of the students appeared to be Party officials, well versed in ‘‘arxist 
principles and well indoctrinated in CP policies. Te believes that rost 
of the lecturers were not Austrians, but most probably veteran Party men 
fron Poland and other eastern countrics. 
7. Lecturers and lecture toples 
Enginear Ribonek International Situation 
Fredrik Socialism - History of Communism 
Tana Orgsnisation of the Austrian 
Communist Party 
‘iskoeil People's Democracies 
Dr. Philip Propaganda 
Captain Iirkov (uniformed Soviet officer) Soviet Union . 
Ellenberg and Frau Wiesinger How to Combat the Marshall Plan 
Frau Masorky | 4 Coninforn . 
25xX1A6a Looschkov Aetion Committees 


oO 
Pa 


MEM Comments Frau Wiesinger is possibly identical with Hild Wiesinger, 


previously reported as connected with the F0eJd. Our files show no previous 
vefarence to the other lecturers.) 


Party menbers attending course 

Alege, George - from Lustenau - textile worker. 

Hervburger, Franz ~- from Bregenz ~ railroad office employee. 
Tachurachentaler - from Wareafurt - section chief and businessman. 
Tgchirnich — from Linz =< post office employee. 

Feuchtinger - from Graz - small shop owner. 

Moree = from Bleiburg = occupation unknow. 

Breinkopf —- from Innsbruck - occupation unknown. 

Uagner - from Salzsbure - City Government employes, 

Brandtner - from Saalfelden — puide and hotel waiter. 
Yoperer — from Poldicirchen ~ wood morchant. 

Krautkopf - from Timelkam - shoonaksr. 


Zuekermann - from “laidhofen ~ occupation unknown. 
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Laitgerer ~ Gnlinden - innkeeper and Party official. 


' Faschlor - from Atz - oecupation unknown. 


Porer ~ from Klapenfurt - ocgunation unknown. 
?scharnetz - from Klagenfurt ~ occuration unknow,. 
Zorer or Zohrer, from St. Veit - oceupation unknown. 


corments It is noted that most of these students are Prom the western 
zones of Austria.) 


Vienna CP Party  Sehool, 


A report from a third source, dated 7 November 1948, states that, at the 

last meeting of the Cormnist Party District Headquarters Committee for 

Vienna VII, the following new decisions of the CP Central Comittee were 
announced, In future, the choice of members who are to attend the Vienna 
Party school will be made with particular care. So-called school funds will 
be ereated in individual CP districts or sections, so as to afford impecunious 
bat worthy Commnists the opportunity to attend the school. A comprehensive 
Marxist library is to be established under the direction of a Commnist eapable 
of advising the students. These books will be made available to students in 
special reading rooma only. 
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